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slook into the three great Heroic Poems which have 


din the World.we may obferve that they are built 


very light Foundations. Homer lived near 300 
safier the Trejan War, and, as the Writing or 
was not then in ufe among the Greeks, we 
well fuppofe, that the Tradition of Achilles and 
J brought down but very few Particulars to his 
tho’ there is no queftion but he has wrought in- 


“Bio Poems fuch of their remarkable Adventures as 


wked of among his Contemporaries, 
a of ZEneas, on which Virgil founded his Poem, 
fe very bare of Circumftances, and by that means 


42, ig tim an Opportunity of embellifhing it with Ficti- 


Baring a full Range to his own Invention. We find, 
H that he has interwoven, in the courfe of his Fa- 


incipal Particulars, which were generally believed 
Romans, of Aneas his Voyage and Settlement in 


fer may find an Abridgment of the whole Story 
dout of the Ancient Hiftorians, and as it was re« 
ng the Romans, in Dyonifius Halicarnaffens. 

me of the Criticks have confidered Virgil’s Fable, 
jon to this Hiftory of ASneas, it may not, perhaps, 


ifm to examine it in this Light, fo far as regards 


fe. Whoever looks into the Abridgment 


vig tioned, will find that the Chara¢ter of Eneas is 


Piety to the Gods, and a fuperftitious Obfervati- 
miigies, Oracles, and Predictions. Virgil has not 
ed- this Character in the Perfon of xeas, but 
aplace in his Poem to thofe particular Prophecies 
found recorded of him in Hiftory and Tradition. 


ram toek the matters of Fact as they came down to 


crcumftanced them after his own manner, to 
m appear the more natural, agreeable or furpriting. 
many Readers have been fhocked at that lu- 


“Btrophecy, which one of the Harpyes pronounces to 
dmwin the Third Book, namely, that before they had 


‘Intended City, they fhould be reduced by Hunger 


i tr very Tables, But, whenthey hear that this was 
“eCircumftances that had been tranfmitted to the 


ie patheHittory of Aneas, they will think the Poet did 


, or the 


rections, 


— 


di 


T 


lin taking notice of it. The Hittorian abovemen- 
muaints us that a Prophetefs had foretold AEneas, that 
uke his Voyage Weitward, till his Companions’ 
thir Tables, and that accordingly, upon his land- 
wy, as they were eating their Flefh upon Cakes of 
want pf other Conveniences, they afterwards fed 
es themfelves, upon which one,of the Company 
ily, ‘ We are eating our Tables. They immediate- 
the Hint, fays the Hiftorian, and concluded the 
fy to be fulfilled. As Virgil did not think it proper 
omaterial a Particular in the Hiftery of /ineas, It 
worth while to contider with how much Judg- 
lus qualified it, and: taken, off every thing that 
appeared improper for a Paflage in an Heroic 
The Prophetefs who foretells it is an-hungry Har- 
Perfoni who difcovers it is young 4canins. 


tes etiam menfas confunnimies: ingusit Iulus ! 


" Obi@vation, which is béaiftiful in the mouth 
) Would: have been “riditujads* from - — 
ompidy, I am‘ apt: to-thinksthat the changing 
Tra into Water-Nymphs, which is the 
lieat Machine in the. whole“Eneid; and has given 
© fveral Critics, may be'accounted for the fame 
W himeIf: before he begins thst Relation, premifes 
er eeiee £0 tell appeared incredible, butthat 
aby ition. W t further confirms me 
thnge’of the Fleet was a celebrated Circumftance 


} 


rot Hneas, is, that Ovid has givena place tothe - 


tee in his account of the Heathen 
0 the Cin 


Te of the Sneid in this Light, and taken notice 


ythology. 


on which it was; founded, authorizes . 


bitiit which ‘appear the moft Exccptionable } I 


I have met with, having confide ° 


4 


hoye the leagth of this Reflection will not make it urzce 
ceptable iv ihe curious Part of my Readers. ‘ 
The Hikory, which wasthe Balis of M'lton’sPoem, is fill 
fhorter than either that of the Iliad or Aiueid. The Pot 
has likewile taken care to iniért every Circumftance of it 
in the Body of his Fable. The Ninth Book, which w? are 
here to contider, is raifed upon that brief Account in Scrif- 
ture, wherein we are told that the Serpent was more fuo- 
tile than any Beaft of the Field, that he tempied the Woman 
to cat of the Forbidden Fruit, that fhe was overcome by th s 
Temptation, and that dam followed her Example, From 
thefe few Particulars Milton has formed one of the moft 
Entertaining Fables that Invention ever produced. He has 
difpofed of thefe feveral Circumftances among fo many beat ~ 
tiful and natural Fictions of his own, that his whole Story 
looks only like aCommentupon facred Writ, or rather ems 
to be a full and compleat Relation of what the other is on- 
ly an Epitome. 1 have intitted the longer“on this Con- 
iideration, as I look upon the Difpolition and Contrivance ~ 
of the Fable to be the Principal Beatity of the Ninth Book, 
which has more Story in it, and is fuller of Incidents, than 
any other in the whole Poem. ‘Satan's traverfing the — 
Globe, and ftill keeping within the Shadow of the Night, 
as fearing to be difcovered by the Angel of the Sun, whe — 
had before deteéted him,-is one of thofe beautiful Imagina- 
ions with which he introduces this hisfecond Series of Ad- 
ventures, Having examined the Nature of every Creature, 
and found out one which was the moft proper for his Pur- 
pofe, he again returns to Paradife; and, to avoid Difcovery, 
finks by Night with a River. that ran underthe Garden, and 
rifes up again through a Fountain that run from it by the 
Tree of Lite. The Poet, who, as we have before taken 
notice, {peaks. as little as poffible in his own Perfon, and, — 
after the example of Homer, fills‘every Part of his Work 
with Manners and Characters, introduces a Soliloquy of this 
Infernal Agent, who was thus reftlefs in the Deftruction ot « 
Man. Heisthen defcrib’d as gliding through the Garden un- 
der the refemblance of a Mift, in order to find out that. 
Creature in which he defign’d to tempt our firft Parents, 
This Defcription has fomething in it very Poetical and Sur- 
prizing. 


So faying, through each thicket Dank or 
Like a black Mift, low creeping, he held on ta 
His Midnight ‘Search, where fooneft he might find 
‘The Serpent: him faft fleeping foon he foud 
Tn Labyrinth of many a round felf-roll'd, 
His head the midft, weil-ftor’d with fubsle wiles. 

The Author afterwards gives us a Defcription of the 
“Morning, which is wondertully fuitable to a Divine Poem, 
and pecul:ar to that firlt Seafon of Nature; he reprefents 
the Earth before it was curft, as a great Altar breathing out 
its Incenfe from all parts, and fending up pleafant Savour to 
the Noftrils of its Creator; t@ which he adds a noble Idea 
ot Adam and Eve, as offering their Morning Worithip, and al- 
ling up the univerfal Confort of Praife and Adoration. 

Now when as facred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breathed 
Their morning incenfe, when all things that breath 
From th’ Earth's great Altar fend up jilent praife 
To the Creatour, and his noftrils fill. 
With grateful fmell, forth came the haman pair 
And joyn’d their vocal worfhip to the Choir 
Of Creatures wanting voice ————. . . . 
_- The Difpute which follows between our two firft Parents 
is reprefented with great Art: It arifes from a difference of 
Judgment, not of Paflion, and is managed with Reafon, not 
with Heat; it is fuch a Difpute as we may fuppofe might 
have happened in Paradifé, had Man continued Happy and 
Innocent. There is a great Delicacy in the Moralities which 
are rfed im Adam's Difcourfe, and which @% mof. 
ordinary Reader cannot-but take notice of. That of 
Lave which the Father of Mankind fo finely defcrites 
in the Might Beok, and which I ineerted in my lat 
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Saturday's Paper, flews it felf here in many beautiful In- 
ftances: As in thofe fond Regards he caft towards Eve at her 
parting from him. 
F Her long with ardet look his eye purfued - 
Delighted but defiring more her fiay. 
Oft be to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated, fhe 10 him as oft etgaged 
« Te be return’d by noon amid the Bowre. 
In his impatience and amu‘ement during her Abfence. 
— Adam the while 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
Of choiceft flowers @ Garland to adon 
Her. Trejfes,.and her rural labours crown, 
As Reapers ojt are wont their Harveft Sueen. 
Great Foy be promifed to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her retura, fo long delay'd; 
But particularly in that patiionate Speech, where feeing 
her irrecoverably loft, he refolves to perith with her, :ather 
than. to live without her. 


oe 





' ———_—— —-- Some curfed frand 
Or enemy hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown, 
And mé with thee hath ruin'd, for with thee 
Certain my refelution is to aie; 

- How can I live without thee. bow forezo 
Thy fweet converje and love fo dearly jom'd, 
To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn? 
Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my heart; iid, no, I feel 
The link of nature draw me: Fle/h of Fle/h, 

- Bone-of my bone thou art, and from thy State 
Mie nevsr fhall be parted Bl:(s or Woe. 


The beginning of this Speech, and the Preparation to it, 
are animated with the fame Spirit asthe Conclution, which 
I have here quoted. 

The feveral Wiles which are put in Prattice by the Tem 
ter, when he found Eve feparated from :her Husband, the 
many pleafing Images of Nature, which are imtefmixt in 
this part of the Story, with its gradual and regular Pro- 

ef tothe fatal Cataftrophe, arefo very remarkable, that it 
would be {uperfluous to point out their feveral Beauties. 

1 have avoided mentioning any particular Similitédes in 
my Remarks on this great Work, becaufe 1 have given’a ge- 
reral account of them in my Paper on the Firft- Book. 
There is one, however, in this part of the Poem’ which “I 
frall: here quote, as it is not only very beatiful, ‘but the 
clofeft of any inthe whole Poem. I meat that where the Ser- 
pent isdefcrib’das rolling forward in all his Pride, ahintated by 
the eyil Spirit, and conducting Eve to her Deftruétion; while 
Adam wis at too great a diftance from. her, to give her his 
Aififtance. Thefe feveral Particularsare all of them wrovght 
into the following Similitude. - 

- —— ————— Hope elevates, and Foy 

Brighten's his Creft; as when a todnd ring fire 

of unéiious vapour, which the night 
‘Condenfes, and the cold-invirons round, 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
(Which oft, they fay, fome evit fpivit attends) 
Hovering wid tlazing with delujive light, 
Mifleads th’ amaz’'d Night-wanderer frown bis way 

To boggs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 

Tiere fwallow'd up ajd loft, from fuccour far: 

That fecret Intoxication of Pleafure, with all thofe tran- 
fient flufhings of Guilt and Joy which the Poet reprefents 
in our fitit Parents upon their eating the forbidden Fruit, to 
that flaggings of Spirit, damps of Sorrow and mutaal Ac- 
cufations which flicceed it, are conceiv'd with a wonderful 
Imagination, and defcribed in very naturalSeatiments. 

When Dido in the Fourth Zneid yielded to that fatal Temp- 
tation which ruin’d her, Virgil tells us, the Earth trembled, 
the Heavens were filled with flathes of Lightning, and the 
Nymphs how!l'd upon the Mountain Tops.- Milton, in the 
fame Poetical Spirit, has deftrib’d ail Nature as difturbed 
upon Eve's eating the forbidden Fruit. 

So fuging, ber rafh hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the Fruit, fhe plucked, fhe eat: 
Earth felt the wound, and nature fr-m her Seat 
Sighing through all ber works gave figns of Woe 
That all was loft —~~ —— 

Upon Adam's falling into the fame Guilt, the whole €rea- 
tion:appears 2‘{econd'time tn Convulfions. eae 
















ee He ferupi'd Ot Toe 
Againft bis better knowledge, not decein'd, 
But fondly overcome with Female charm, 
Earth trembled froin ber Extraits, as agam 
In pangs, and nature gave a fecond S70An, 
Sky lowred and muttering thyiaer jome'fal chops 
Wept at compleating of the mortal’ Sig— 

As all Nature fuffer’d by the guile of our firtParens 
Symptoms ef Trouble and Coniternaticn are Worl 
imagin’d, not only as Prodig‘es, but as Marks of he; 
thzing in the Fallof Man. | ve 

Adam's Converfe with Eve, after having eaten the ¢ 
den, Fruit, is an exaét Copy of that between Fy 
Funo, in the Fourteenth Iliad. Fiza there approad, 
piter with the Girdle which the had received fiom 
upon which he tells her, that fhe appeared more chy 
and defireble than ihe ever had done before, eve 
their Loves were at the highcit. The Poet atterw 
{cribes them as repofing on ‘a Summet of Mount: 
produced under them 2 Bed of Flowers, the Lora, 4 
cus, and the Hyacinth, and concludes his Defcripti 
their falling a-ileep. Se cas = | 

“Let thé Reader compare this with the following He - 
in Milton, which begins with Adam's Speech to Eve, 
"For never did thy Beauty fince the Day 

I faw thee firft and wedded thee, adorn’d 

With all Perfections fo enflame my Senfe 

With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 

Than ever, bounty of this virtuous Tree, 

So faid he, ami forbore not glance or toy 

Of amorous mtert, well underflood 

Of Eve, whofe Eye darted contagious fire. 

Her hand he feifed. and to a foady bank 

Thick over-head with verdant roof embow'd 

He led her nothing loath: Fiow'rs were the Couch, 

Panfies, and Violets, and Afphodel, bets 

And Hyacinth, Earth's fiefheft fojteft lap. 

There they their fill of Love, ad Lives difpors 

Took largely, of their mutuai guilt the Seal, 

The Solace of their Sin, "sill demy fleep 

Oppre's'd them —— ——— -—— 

As no Poet feems ever to. have ftudied Homer mole. 
tochave mo:é refembled him in the greatnefs of Gent 
Milton, 1 think 1 fhou’d have given but a very im 
Account of‘trs Beauties, if I had not obferved the ti 
markable Paflages which look ‘like Parallels in‘ thelt 
t Authors. I might, in the cotrfe of thefe Crit 
aye taken ‘notice of many particular Lines and & 
which- are tranflated from the Greek Poet, but as ¥’t 
this would have appeared too ‘minute and over-cuthy 
have purpofely omitted them. The greater [id@h... 
however, aré ‘not ‘only fet’ off by being fhown hie 
fame Light, with feveral of the fame Nature in RES 
but by that menns may be'alfo-guarded agai 
of the Taftelels or Ignorant. “' .° 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


At the Defire of feveral Perfons of Quili 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedia 
T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this 
fent’ Saturday, the 12th Day of ‘April, will be pieiamm 
Comedy. call’d, The Committee; Or, the 'Faithfal I } 
P.rc of Teague to be perform*’dby Mr. Gr.ffich; from Ireland 
ing the lat“time of Aéing till Eafter Monday. By Her Maj Nery 
Coramend fio Perfons are co be admigréd behitid the Scenes. Tale 
At the Queén’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, Wor, 
Opes ed Arwochee he perf Jarabe by Sipe” Baa 
ta call'd Antiochue. The:'pare ‘of Janis 
Baldaffar, Servant to his Highnels che EleGtor Palatin, Newly Af C 
ed. Fhe Boxes Ss, Vit 59, Fir Gallery 29, 6d, Uppet Gibaic 
the Stage” Half'a Guirea, vo ig 
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1%.6d, Boxes upon 
at fix. By ber Majefly’s Command no Perlons are 
behind the Scenes, ‘ Seas 
ae Whereas about nine Weeks fince there was 
cidenrally difcovered by an Husbandman at Stimsfield near Woodlt 
in Oxfordhhire, (a lerge Pavementof Yith BMofiick Work of de A 
ent Romans, wh ch is adorn’d with feyeral Figures alluding w 
and Corcord, in particular that ef Bacchus feated ona Pani! ’ 
togive Notice, thst am :x:@ Delineation of the fame it} we 
Imprinted 'on a large Blephane Sheer of Paper ; which are tbe 
' Mr.Char'es Lillie’s; Perfumer, et the corner of Bedixferd Balin 
the Strand, at 1%, N, 8. There are to be bad at the’ fame ue 
one Guiriea each on a fuperfine Atlas Papers (bme | peiner! sit: 
fame variety of Colows chat the faid Pavement ia: benny np 
this Piece of Antiquity is efteemed by the Léithed tobe thy ah 
fidersble ever found in Britaing<) 8 1s BE EA 
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Dolphin in 
Baldwin in’ Warwick; Lane , whe Riverine are 
Charles Lillie, Reefumer, 
be” unajee acy ptiew 2 
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at the Corner of Beauford: Palm® 






